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question of interest—that is, does it measures what you think 
it does?

2.	 Compare two different measures of substance abuse. A site main-
tained by the National Institute on Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse 
(http://www.niaaa.nih.gov/alcohol-health/overview-alcohol-
consumption/moderate-binge-drinking) provides many of the most 

popular measures. Pick two of them. What concept of substance 
abuse is reflected in each measure? Is either measure multidimen-
sional? What do you think the relative advantages of each measure 
might be? What evidence is provided about their reliability and 
validity? What other test of validity would you suggest?

Making Research Ethical

1.	 In order to measure disorder in Chicago neighborhoods, Samp-
son and Raudenbush (1999) recorded the street scene with 
video cameras in a van with darkened windows. Do you judge 
this measurement procedure to be ethical? Refer to each of the 
ethical guidelines in Chapter 3. How could the guidelines about 
anonymity/confidentiality and informed consent be interpreted 
to permit this type of observational procedure?

2.	 Both some Department of Homeland Security practices and inad-
vertent releases of web-searching records have raised new concerns 
about the use of unobtrusive measures of behavior and attitudes. If 
all identifying information is removed, do you think criminologists 
should be able to study who is stopped by police for traffic viola-
tions? Or what types of books are checked out in libraries in differ-
ent communities? Or the extent of use of pornography in different 
cities by analyzing store purchases? Or how much alcohol different 
types of people use by linking credit card records to store purchases?

Developing a Research Proposal

At this point, you can begin the processes of conceptualization 
and operationalization. You will need to assume that your primary 
research method will be conducting a survey.

1.	 List at least 10 variables that will be measured in your research. 
No more than two of these should be sociodemographic 
indicators such as race or age. The inclusion of each variable 
should be justified in terms of theory or prior research that 
suggests it would be an appropriate independent or dependent 
variable or will have some relation to either of these.

2.	 Write a conceptual definition for each variable. Whenever 
possible, this definition should come from the existing 

literature, either a book you have read for a course or the 
research literature that you have been searching. Ask two 
class members for feedback on your definitions.

3.	 Develop measurement operations for each variable. Several 
measures should be single questions and indexes that were 
used in prior research. (Search the web and the journal lit-
erature in criminal justice abstracts, sociological abstracts, 
or psychology abstracts.) Make up a few questions and one 
index yourself. Ask classmates to answer these questions and 
give you feedback on their clarity.

4.	 Propose tests of reliability and validity for four of the 
measures.

Performing Data Analysis in SPSS or Excel

Data for Exercise

Dataset Description
Monitoring the future 
2013 grade 10.sav

This dataset contains variables from the 2013 Monitoring the Future (MTF) study. These data cover a 
national sample of tenth graders, with a focus on monitoring substance use and abuse. 

Variables for Exercise
Variable Name Description
V7329 Question asking how often a respondent enjoyed school in the past year. The five response categories 

were never (1), seldom (2), sometimes (3), often (4), and always (5).
V7333 Question asking how often the student found their school work interesting in the past year. See v7329 

for response categories.
V7330_r Question asking how often the student hated school in the past year. Response categories were never 

(5), seldom (4), sometimes (3), often (2), and always (1). 
Gender Gender of the respondent
Playedhooky Dichotomous variable where 1 means a respondent has skipped school in the past month, 0 means 

school was never skipped


